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///////////////////////////////////
Sanjay Subrahmanyam
Beyond the Clash of Civilizations: 
Connected Histories of the 1680s 
and Beyond
March 19th, 2015 

Previous Ca’Foscari Public Lectures

///////////////////////////////////
Donald Johanson
LUCY TURNS 40
How we became human
April 21st, 2015 

///////////////////////////////////
Dominique Carreau
Investment Arbitration and the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) Negotiations. 
Current issues of International Law
December 2nd, 2015

///////////////////////////////////
Joseph Grieco
Nuclear Weapons and State 
Bellicosity: Should we worry if Iran 
(eventually) gets nuclear weapons?
March 11th, 2016

///////////////////////////////////
Thant Myint-U 
Historical Memory, from Dictatorship 
to Democracy: Yangon’s Past and 
Future as a Global City
April 14th, 2016

///////////////////////////////////
Rigoberta Menchú Tum
La cultura maya y el respeto 
del medio ambiente 
June 7th, 2016

///////////////////////////////////
Carlo Cottarelli  
Il debito italiano: perchè è un 
problema e come liberarsene
6 febbraio 2017 

///////////////////////////////////
Sara Horowitz  
Building the Next Era of Labor 
Unions in America 
May 29th, 2017 h 10.00 am

Renn studied Physics at the Free University of Berlin and 
at the Sapienza University of Rome. In 1987 he received his 
Ph.D in Mathematical physics from the Technical University 
of Berlin. Between 1986 and 1992 he worked as co-editor of 
the Collected Papers of Albert Einstein at Boston University. 
Between 1991 and 1996 he co-directed with Peter Damerow 
the “Arbeitsstelle Albert Einstein” at the Max Planck Institute 
for Human Development in Berlin. In 1993/94 he was visiting 
professor at Tel Aviv University and at the ETH Zurich. Since its 
founding in 1994 Renn is director at the Max Planck Institute for 
the History of Science in Berlin. Renn is honorary professor for 
History of Science at both the Humboldt University of Berlin and 
the Free University of Berlin. Since 1998 he is Adjunct Professor 
for Philosophy and Physics at Boston University. He is a member 
of the Academy of Sciences Leopoldina as well as of further 
national and international scientific and editorial boards. In 2011 
he won the Premio Anassilaos International. In 2014, he won the 
ESHS Neuenschwander Prize and the Premio Internazionale 
Marco & Alberto Ippolito and was awarded the Max Planck 
Communitas Award and the Francis Bacon Award.
Jürgen Renn, together with his group, researches structural 
changes in systems of knowledge. The aim is to develop a 
theoretical understanding of knowledge evolution, taking 
into account its epistemic, social, and material dimensions. 
As groundwork for such a theoretical approach to the 
history of knowledge, he has been studying some of the 
great transformations of systems of physical knowledge, 
such as the origin of theoretical science in antiquity, the 
emergence of classical mechanics in the early modern 
period, and the revolutions of modern physics in the early 
20th century. In addition to this longitudinal perspective on 
the evolution of knowledge, he and his collaborators have 
developed a transversal approach, studying dissemination 
and transformation processes of knowledge across cultural 
boundaries. He has been engaged from the very start in the 
Digital Humanities and the Open Access Movement. He is a co-
initiator of the Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge 
in the Sciences and Humanities launched by the MPG in 2003 
and has created, together with his colleagues, the Edition Open 
Access platform for open access publication. 

///////////////////////////////////
Christo  
Progetti realizzati -
Works in progress 
October 19th, 2017

///////////////////////////////////
Myles W. Jackson  
Owning Knowledge: Gene 
Patenting and Genetic Information
December 4th, 2018


